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his own colleagues possibly least of all. Ambition and
power were his only gods. The third figure of the
triumvirate was Djemal Pasha, Minister of Marine.
Even before the War, Djemal was chiefly notorious for
his unconcealed dislike of European interference in the
domestic affairs of Turkey, and had he alone controlled
her fortunes there would have been in Constantinople
neither British nor German advisers. As it was, he
tried to play off one against the other. Thus he
accepted and supported the presence of a British naval
mission as a counterpoise to German control of the
army, and the appointment of the Minister of Marine
on the outbreak of war to the command of far-distant
Palestine may have been due partly to his unconcealed
nervousness of German professions towards Turkey.
Once at his new post Djemal acted with vigour and
discretion. He chose subordinates according to their
capacity and not from motives of favouritism, and
treated the civilian population with a tenderness
unusual from a Turk. Von Kressenstein and other
German officers who served in this theatre habitually
speak well of DjemaPs energy and moderation. Offi-
cially the superior of Talaat, Enver, and Djemal was
Said Halim Pasha, Grand Vizier, and Prince of the
Khedivial House of Egypt. Although, like his Imperial
master, Said Halim stood for peace, he could not
control the actions of Enver and Talaat. He was ab-
sorbed, too, with secret ambition, and, in speculating
upon his own prospects of ascending the throne of
Egypt, he was apt to forget the interests of Turkey.
His Majesty's Government appear to have under-
estimated the probable effect upon opinion in Con-
stantinople which the seizure at the close of July 1914
of the Turkish battleship, the Osman /? just complet-
ing construction in a Tyne shipbuilding yard, would
produce. Although the action was legal and justified
by the circumstances of the hour, none the less it was

